INSIDE SAN DIEGO’S TOP COMPANIES

Semper Solaris - Founded on Military Values
STOP PAYING RECORD
HIGH ELECTRIC BILLS!

GO SOLAR AMERICAN STYLE

Co-Owner and former USMC Officer
Kelly Shawhan and his family

W

hat makes Semper
Solaris so great and
why should you
trust them to install your
solar panels?

From the start, Semper
Solaris was built on the military values of loyalty, duty,
respect, selfless service,
honor, integrity and personal
courage. Co-founder Kelly
Shawhan is a former US
Marine Corps Officer who
has taken the values and
skills he learned from his
service years and applied
them to Semper Solaris.
In fact, the name of the
business, Semper Solaris,
reflects Kelly’s determination to instill military values
in his company. Semper
Solaris is inspired by the
Marine Corps motto, Semper Fidelis, which means
always faithful. Kelly wants
his entire solar company to
reflect this excellence inside
the company and in customer’s homes.
Military roots run deep
for both Semper Solaris
co-founders, Kelly Shawhan
and John Almond. Not only
is Kelly a veteran Marine,
but so is his brother and
father. John Almond’s father
spent his whole career in the
military. Even as a civilian,
John gets it. He understands
the value of former service

Co-Owner John Almond and his family

members’ skills. Kelly and
John try to hire as many
veterans as possible. They
strongly believe in the work
ethic the military instills
in service members and in
helping out fellow service
men and women.
When you talk to Kelly, he’s
passionate about helping
former service members. He
might even tell you the story
of the jungle pact. In the
Philippines in 1985, Kelly
made a promise with 13
other Marines after a long
mission. That night, they

“If we ever got to a
spot where we could
help a Marine out, or
any service member,
we would do so, and
we’d pass that legacy
on so that they would
be able to help
another member.”
swore, “If we ever got to a
spot where we could help a
Marine out, or any service
member, where we could
get them a job, buy them a
beer, whatever the situation
might be, we would do so,
and we’d pass that legacy on
so that they would be able

to help another member.”
Kelly considers it a huge
privilege to run a business
built upon the promise he
made all those years ago.
Semper Solaris is founded
upon loyalty, exceptional
customer service and a commitment to their team. As
Kelly says, “All of us need
to pay it forward and look
out for our guys.”
Both Kelly and John want
to bring the excellence
of the military into their
business, as well as helping
service men, women and
their families. Whether it’s
first responders or fellow
Marines, Semper Solaris
gives discounts to all service
members. Semper Solaris
has done a lot of volunteer
work for the San Diego
Police Department, and they
are always excited for the
chance to serve the people
who put their lives on the
line every day.
As you can see, Kelly and
John’s loyalty to service
members built the foundation for Semper Solaris’
success. They don’t just
believe military values and
loyalty are a good lifestyle,
Kelly and John believe it’s
good business. Semper Solaris’ success is also due to
the dedication of their team
members, many of whom are
also former service members.

NABCEP CERTIFICATION: Essential to Solar Success

S

emper Solaris, one of the
fastest-growing solar companies in California, stands
out in the solar industry because
of great customer service, skillful
installations, and high quality
materials. But they also stand out
for another reason: the NABCEP
certification.

NABCEP, or the North AmeriRobert Bessler, Executive Director
can Board of Certified Energy of Operations. NABCEP certified.
Practitioners, is a non-profit
certification exam for Solar PV
organization that began in
Installation Professionals, all
2002. Their mission is to supcandidates need a large amount
port the energy industry while
of experience in the field, an
helping to develop industry
OSHA 10 hour construction
professionals, and in that to
industry card, and at least 58
promote customer confidence
hours of advanced training in
in the service that they receive.
PV systems. They must also
In NABCEP’s own words, they
provide information for three
are “the most recognized and
or five installations they’ve
esteemed certification the solar
supervised. For Bessler and
industry has to offer.”
others, this meant at least four
years of experience in the solar
Robert Bessler, the Execuindustry.
tive Director of Operations at
Semper Solaris, is NABCEP
Bessler had been working in
certified, and he also takes the
the solar industry since 2000,
certification into consideration
and he heard about NABCEP
when interviewing and hiring
when it was first beginning
new employees. “Those who
from the creators themselves,
pass the test are considered
who shared about NABCEP at
experts,” he notes. “If you don’t
industry conferences and trade
know what you’re doing, you
shows. Right away, Bessler
definitely won’t pass. The certiwas interested: “NABCEP apfication tests aren’t just multiple
pealed to me because I knew I
choice—you have to do your
was committed to the industry.
own calculations and have
I wasn’t going to be indusworking industry knowledge.”
try-hopping.” For those who
want to be in the solar industry
When Bessler was originally
for the long haul, certifications
NABCEP certified, he estimatlike these can certainly add
ed that there were only about
credibility. He added, “The
200 other professionals in the
closest analogy I can think of
nation with the certification.
is the ASE certification for auto
In order to take the NABCEP

mechanics. Some are certified
and some aren’t, but the certification means something. It’s
the same thing for solar.”

Now, Bessler interviews potential employees for Semper
Solaris. He shares, “When I’m
interviewing, if applicants have
their NABCEP certification, it
shows that they really put in
the effort. For lack of a better
word, it shows that you’re
legit!” Now, Bessler is also
certified by IREC, the Interstate
Renewable Energy Council,
to teach and train others in
NABCEP courses. He’s been
teaching for two to three years
now, and shares his NABCEP
solar expertise with the new
solar employees.
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DID THIS GUY INSTALL
YOUR SOLAR?
YOU SHOULD PROBABLY
GET IT CHECKED!

FULL SYSTEM DIAGNOSTIC INCLUDING:
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Why Choose
Semper Solaris?

SLASH YOUR ELECTRICITY
BILL UP TO 95%

*

« Inspection of Main Interconnection Breaker
« Inspection of All Connections Between
Main Service & Inverter
« Inspection of All Connections Between
Solar Panels & Inverter
« Cleaning of Inverter
« Analysis of Systems Compliance with
Current Building & Fire Code.
« Replacement of All Wire Nuts with
Heavy Duty Equivalent
« All Rooftop Connections Inspected & Tested
« Shading Tests Performed
« Inspection of Monitoring Equipment
« Migration of Customers Monitoring Site
to Semper Solaris Servers*
« Report of Findings & System Performance.
« 90 Day Warranty on All Repairs*
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LOWEST PRICES ON SOLAR
& ROOFING
IMPECCABLE INSTALLATIONS
EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER
SERVICE
WE MAKE SOLAR EASY
TO UNDERSTAND
WE DIAGNOSE, REPAIR &
TUNE-UP EXISTING SOLAR
SYSTEMS & ROOFS
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ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Local and Veteran Owned
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AND HIS FAMILY
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FOR A FREE ENERGY ANALYSIS, CALL

30%
*
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The NABCEP is an excellent
indicator of solar expertise. It is
because of values and strengths
like these that Semper Solaris
is having such successful
growth.

Semper Solaris wins SunPower®’s
National Residential Dealer of the Year

ON SOLAR PANELS

CO-OWNER JOHN ALMOND
AND HIS FAMILY

GET A TEXT
QUOTE
NOW!

CALL NOW

(619) 493-3830
SemperSolaris.com

CERTIFIED

Semper Fi!

*Savings awarded as a discount off system price or after installation. Cannot be combined with other offers. Taxpayer may claim credit of 30% of qualified expenditures for
system of a dwelling unit in US that is owned and used as a residence by taxpayer. Some services may require additional cost due to site conditions. Very fragile roof types
may preclude rooftop inspection. Cannot be combined with other options. Savings based on size of roofing system and awarded as a discount off system price or after
installation. Cannot be combined with other offers. Assumes customer has monitoring set. If customer agrees to any necessary fixes. Expires 9/30/16 CSLB978152

(619) 493-3830 OR VISIT WWW.SEMPERSOLARIS .COM

